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23 September 1981 


FOR: Chicf, Classification Review Division 


Chicf, Operations Branch 


Meeting with Alan Thompson 


1. On 18 September 1981 I had a meeting with Alan Thompson, Director of 
Declassification Division of NARS. The following issues were discussed: 


a. 
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Mr. Thompson wanted to make sure that we had a copy of the letter 

from H. L. Theobald of the Historical Section of the British Cabi- 

net Office expressing to Mr. Thompson the British concern over our 

ability to protect information acquired orally and put in U.S. ; 
originated documents; and, Mr. Thompson's reply. I had seen the 25X11 
Theobald letter but could not recall Alan's letter so I kept copies 

of each and they are attached hereto. I will check and if they 

have not been circulated among CRD reviewers we might want to 

arrange that and copies should go to [______ ff if they have not 5X1 
already been sent. 


Mr. Thompson asked if I had heard of Nicholas Bethell. When I ans- 

wered that I had not, Mr. Thompson explained that he is a writer who 

is working on a project to write about the British and American 

operation against Albania, 1949-53. Mr. Bethell claims that so 

much information concerning this operation is already in the pub- 

lic domain that it is absurd in 1981 to deny the fact of the opera- 

tion's existence. Bethell has hired the firm of Messrs. Reid and 

Priest of 1111 19th Street, N.W., Washington, DC, 20036, to prepare 

an LOLA request. ‘That was as of 6 August 1981. All this is ex- 25X14 

plained in a letter from Rethell to the British, a copy of which is 

attached. What is unique about this is that Betheil_is talking to parti- 

cipants in the operation and names two Americans, 
with whom he apparently has already spoken. Mr. Thompson 

is aware that FOIA requests come to IPD and will be sent to them. If 

Bethell is talking to purticipants in the Albania operation there appears 

to be prescious little that we can do about it. 
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Mr. Thompson again brought up the Professor Cruikshank matter, the 
English historian who, with official government backing, is pre- 
paring to write a history of British-American collaboration in the 
Southeast Asian area during WWII. Mr. Thompson is concerned that 
this request will be made to various U.S. Government clements by 
the British and that these elements will not provide a coordinated 
response. I repeated to Mr. Thompson that this basically is not 
our primary interest but that the Historian's office, which has 
already heard about this matter, and TPD if an POIA request is 
involved, would be the normal points of contact. We might get in 
as reviewers since the material is old. Mr. Thompson will try to 
do as much as he can by watching for relevant information when 

the NARS people review the 198 feet of OSS records. He has looked 
at the files titles of this material and realizes that there will 
be prescious little in it for Professor Cruikshank. I assured 

Mr. Thompson that if the British made the appropriate represcnta- 
tions that we certainly would give them an appropriate and reason- 
able response. I also told Mr. Thompson that 1 would again alert 
the History Staff, IPD, and the DO to in some 25X14 
small way help ensure that the matter does not drop between the 
cracks here. 


Finally, Mr. Thompson brought up the matter of the Vivian Dykes 
Diaries. This is a 55-page memo written by the Englishman Dykes 
about an extensive trip that he took in 1941 with Gen. Donovan 
during which they visited British intelligence officers in the field 
in several countries. From what we learned in the past a copy of 
the diary was in Donovan's papers, was quoted in sanitized form by 
Tom Troy in his book on Donovan, and that we reviewed the document 
and okayed it for release. Donovan's papers have been turned over 
to the Military History Library in Carlise, PA by Donovan's son and 
are to be kept closed to everyone except Anthony Cave Brown who is 
writing a Biography of Donovan. A year after Brown finishes the 
biography the papers will be opened to others. In trying to locate 
a copy of the diary for the British {who can't seem to find a copy 
in their records), Mr. Thompson called the Library in Carlise and 
was informed that the Donovan papers had been handed over to Brown 
who was keeping them in his Virginia residence. Mr. Thompson then 
called Brown who confirmed that he recalled seeing the diary in the 
papers and when he had the time he would look for it. Mr. Thompson 
told Brown that all he wantcd to do was to read the document and 
could do that in the presence of Brown, Asked to describe the con- 
tents of the paper, Brown mentioned that it gave the names of seve- 
ral Britishers who were met by Dykes and Donovan. (It is the names 
of these British intelligence officers that the British want to pro- 
tect). Brown mentioned that there is also a photo copy of the diary. 
(With this in mind we could scarch through the miniature photo copies 
of the Donovan appears to see if we could come up with a copy of the 
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Dykes Diaries to help Mr. Thompson and the British and make it unneccs- 

sary for Mr. Thompson to go back to Brown in another attempt to get a 25X1 
copy for the British. {1 told Mr. Thompson that I would advise him if 

we came up with anything. 


25X1 
25X11 


Attachnents: 
1. Ltr from H. L. Theobald to Alan Thompson 
2. Ltr from Alan Thompson to H. L. Theobald 
3. Ltr from Nicholas Bethell to Lord Hailsham 


sistribution: 

Orig - C/CRD, w/att (Liaison w/NARS) 
1 - IPD, w/att 

1 - UK Desk, DO, w/att 

1 - IMS, w/at 

1 - History St 

q 

J 


5X w/att 


- Chrono, w/o att 


(dl 
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March 25, 1984 


Mr. H, L. Theobald 
Historical Section 
Cabinet Office 
Hapburn House 


. Marsham Street 


London, SWiP 4HW 
NOLAND 


Dear Theor 


Thank you very much for your lstter of 17 v‘ebruary (your ref. H,OU20), I 
especially appreciate your- kind remarks concernins my expusition of the 
records ecene in Washinton. 


I will be turning my attention to the comments made by you and others on 

ny notes of the October visit to London in the next few weeks. This letter 
is focussd--as was yours=-on the question of protection of British classi- 
fied information found in and among U.3. reconis, 


The natter of appropriate protection of British (and other foreien country ) 
originated classified information passed orally {s of considerable concern 

to all of us. It ia a particularly worrisome matter as Zxecutiva Order 
12065 drives us to reviaw U.S. reconis containing orally provided information 


before it becomes 30 years old. 


The problem berins with identifying in U.S, originated documants information 
provided by British (and other) officials. In the vast majority of cases 
this fact is readily apparent and even tne nationality of the source can be 
determingd. The second problem is more difficult—-whether the information 
was provided with the oxpectation, expressed or implied, that the infor- 
mation shared bs hald in confidence. At times this expectation is clear 

and unequivocal. But. in nest cases the undertaking by the recaiving U.S. 
official is net clear from the avidencs in the document and the prasence of 

a U.S, classification marking is net conclusive, a 


Our reviewers are instructed to review all documents containing orally 
provited foreign sovernment information with osat care. ¥e search for every 


clue and indication of ths intent of the provider of the information and the 
understanding of the recipient. Sometimes the sensitive content of the 


information provides the only clue as to the probable intantions of both 
parties, The staff has been advised that if there ia any doubt as to the 
appropriate action to take In a spacific case, that it should be withdraw Ar 
subjected to another review when it becomas 30 years old. To ensure that 
every teviewer in NARS has thia inetruction I have issued an information 
memorandum on this very topic. A copy is enclosed. 
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The amendment to the languase cf Saction 8.2 of tha jutéelinga oor sayatenn-t~ 
revisw of “orelen Uovernment Laformation vropoeed tn vonur Tatter combadety 
would renove doubt an ta the @lonents cloarly to be ineliwied cinder tas hasdiine 
“nrovadled In any manner." Io have shaved 15 lacter and tha information 
momorandun with my collea ies in Jefense, Strate, “nerzy, UTA, 4OU, und the 
Information security Oversisht Office, Thay aleo are considering tow to 
inmediately provide instruction ta declessification reviewers on thia tabtor, 
When these cuidelinas are raviuwed next year we will more formally consider 
your language chanse. 


waving said all or this, I can now tell you that the problem nay be rasolved 

in lars@ part Sy anendine “xecutive Order 1205. Anon many otner matters helre 
considered {3 a proposal that tha U.S. ‘overnsent revert ta the carlier noetion 
of reviewing classified information aa it Locomas 30 yeata old. Ure of the 
telling reasons behind proposing thia chanre is the concern xlesosd--and acuectal 
amon; our closeal allies--rayardineg cur oroceduras for erotestire fureten | 
overnmant information vreavided In confidence for a minima of “Kl fei vecsca, 

if this proposal to fali back to a 7O-vmor line is accepted, 96 will bare 
removed in larss measure this varticalar cuncvern on your ra So wD kee 
Soper, Peter, and you lntormed as tha leliberations on aneccdmancte nreoect, 

In the maantine you may ta gure all of wa will do ove yer Tenh ta eurtinos 

to protect your sensitive Informetion provided crally. 


Thank you also for including the comwienta oC Judy Nobartson con-acnine PUA aa 
pn . 


prozrams and fuel rayuivensuta, of aa commilcine with GOE'y Office at Tlaqede 
Fication en points she raises. 


Sincerely, 


Me 2, ’ A we 
ee ee 


COWIN A, THOMPSOS 
DMreactor 
Recorda Daclasaification Jivialon 


anclanure 

ce, UE. Dean - PBL 
Oficial File - NND-— 
“obert Durt - Dol 


~ TA 


Art on Cook - BOL 

rrenda Reger - NSC 

aueve Garfinkle - TSOO 

day lille = NND 

Hager Carrick - Bribich embassy 


hahonpson/rmg  3=25-S:4 
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CASIN: T OFFICF 
WIS PORTOAL SECTION 
Ueplure Heuse, Marham Street. Londoe, swip si 


Pelephone: oregay “0565 
fur Refs IL 0479 


iy April 1gs4 
Roe. . Md nk ae 


Many thanks for your letter of 25 March, This kas heen most hetpful in dispelling 
auv major lingering apprehensions over the treatment of British classified 
information to be found in US-held records, 


At best, Public Records administration is nu inesart Feieners anc gt ye, T apree 
perticulariv inexset in adentifvineg currentiv clessified informaiion svuien may 
have been gathered wanv Vears ago iM unrecorded discussion ar senveragi Pon, T 
can therefore see that your revievers fand indera Ours TO0 In A recinracel etiiusas 
tien} Might find ditficuliw in determining whether sueh jusaomation, recorded ia 
a Dospateh some 20 or 30 vears previowsty, should be the subject of juternetioral 
cleurence, 


We are content thal reviosers cen norsally be relied Une CH use thetpr coagd 
and discretion in those circumstances and there ie po problem about feaving’ the 
Matter to the exercise uf Chet indeement.. Nevertheless. it as comlertine tied 
vou have, in consultation with your cobleamurs fu tye VS Denariment « Cesc seedy 
concerned, prepared a Susf?! Information Memorandum to supplement the Deftaitiens 
in seetion Bo of the Guidelines for the Syetomearte review of foreion geverumers 
information dated 5 March 1980, Poam prateful for the eom Of the Mamorandum, 
dated 26 March 1981, copies of which | will e:reulate to all those UK Gayverrenen: 
Departments and agencies io whem ! originally sent the Guidelines ar % Mare Gat), 
This will To am sure dispel amy misgivings which we may have had aheat iufoermatian 
passed orally, 


fam circulating copies of vour letter toa seleeted Departments and Jud. Reberisan 


will tote that the URAEA observations on the US Department of bnergm t. Classi fica- 
tion Gnidelines are receiving the atieniion ef that Denartneid . 


i was interested to noie from your letter, and trom correspondence whien | iad 
seen between Roger Carrick and Pete: Rulstrode, thet the frture of the Sen np 
Executive Order No. 12005 is vervowmiuch in the balanee, Tt jie not of eourse far is 
te teke views about che direetiows whieh US legislation mieht takes het edien con 


Mr Udwin A Thoumpeson - 

Director Records Doclussificgt un pivision 
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have observed the poincg, T entirely agree that it would remove soi 

concern if the normal cloand period in the US sere te ery pipes eee eae 
on which, we ourselves are likely to remain for ashie i iS oe » OT 6 
reducing/t he proposed 20 years, 7 fy Maen aE ea 


In t tt . j me i ti 

ee latter connection you will notice that te Committee ef Enanipre una 

Oia Pees IM . ‘ : FeO GT enanire under 

: Puncat: Wilson {whose Kepor: Pat Barnes seni. you on publication davj, 3 

esnite : ; sare ta od Sa ccnd at . peers eae 
Pate mat other recommendations for change, decided avainet auy pt : ee . 

our “O-yvoar tormal closed period, POE ge Woy cere eng 


1, i = Tey ay Paced 
foam channellins this veply threurh Roger Carrick in Washi nutay 


iy 


i 


| binrd £404 
a ce = 
fe 


Oe ee 


(401. THR ORALD} 
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